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Information for authors

1- Authors of the articles being accepted are required to respect the regulations and the rules of
the scientific research.

2- The research articles or manuscripts should be original and have not been published
previously. Materials that are currently being considered by another journal or is a part of
scientific dissertation are requested not to be submitted.

3- The research articles should be approved by a linguistic reviewer.

4- All research articles in the journal undergo rigorous peer review based on initial editor
screening.

5- All authors are requested to follow the regulations of publication in the template paper
prepared by the editorial board of the journal.

Attention

1- The editor reserves the right to make any necessary changes in the papers, or request the
author to do so, or reject the paper submitted.

2- The research articles undergo to the policy of the editorial board regarding the priority of
publication.

3- The published articles represent only the authors' viewpoints.
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Abstract:
African arts have managed to attract the attention and admiration of the world. With the
beginning of the twentieth century, African art began to emerge into existence, influenced by
many artists such as Pablo Picasso, particularly through the representation of African masks.
These masks are characterized by diverse shapes and sizes, with designs varying from one tribe
to another. They are used in social events and religious rituals to represent the spirits of
ancestors and are also utilized in funeral ceremonies, masquerades, and dances. African masks
are crafted from materials such as wood, ivory, metals like gold and copper, clay, and other local
resources. Additionally, they symbolize aspects of daily life. The significance of African symbols
is linked to religious rituals and social and cultural life, where utilitarian qualities are intertwined
with aesthetic qualities. It is challenging to catalog all African symbols due to the multitude of
cultures and languages across the continent; however, a selection of symbols was chosen for
their relevance to religious, political, and social events.
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The research addressed the topics through the following:

e The beginnings of African art

e Characteristics of African art

e The history and features of African masks.

e The spiritual and social functions of masks illustrated by forms of African masks

e Symbols in African arts and their meanings

e Factors that led to the emergence of symbols

e Some African symbols and their meanings
The findings indicate that African masks are used for both daily and religious life purposes, with
each tribe having its unique symbols and masks. They serve to document daily life and religious
and spiritual beliefs, helping to preserve values, customs, and beliefs from generation to
generation. African masks play a significant role in maintaining African identity.
Keywords: Masks; Symbols; Religious Rituals; African Art.
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