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The Difficulties Facing Undergraduate Students in Writing Research Graduation Projects.
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Abstract
A number of studies have investigated writing research projects for university students. Writing
research projects has been a complicated process for students around the world. Wiring research
projects requires considerable knowledge and great writing abilities. Thus, the present study
explores the major challenges that encounter Libyan students in writing research projects. A great
number of students at university suffer when writing their final research projects. The current
study adopted a mixed method approach, a questionnaire and an interview. 10 students
participated in the study and 5 university teachers.
The findings of the students' questionnaire revealed that students have problems in writing
research projects such as finding a good research topic, a research instrument, and academic
resources to use in the project, whereas teachers' interviews revealed the causes for those
problems.
Introduction
Writing is one of the four language skills. Writing isa helpful tool and a productive skill
that enables learners to communicate ideas and thoughts in a clear, logical, and compelling way
(Nunan, 1991).
Writing a research project at the end of the study year program is a challenging task for many
students in general. Research project writing requires knowledge of the topic and the research
skills needed to compose a decent one. A number of Libyan English language students at El-
Mergib University find difficulties in writing their research projects due to a number of reasons
such as lack of research skills, time management, writing skill, and other reasons.
Therefore, this paper will shed light on the obstacles facing undergraduate students in writing up
their research projects and some solutions and recommendations of how to deal with such a
challenge.
Significance of the Study
This study is crucial as it discusses a vital issue that Libyan students encounter when writing
their final research projects. Many students fail to write their research projects successfully
because of some reasons. Hence, this study will investigate the difficulties of writing research
projects.
Research Questions
1- What are the common challenges faced by university students when writing research
projects?
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2- What are the causes for such problems?

Literature Review

What is Research?

Research simply means finding answers to questions (Dornyei, 2007).  The American Heritage
College Dictionary defined research as " scholarly or scientific investigation or inquiry" or as a
verb " to study (something) thoroughly" (Mackey & Gass, 2005. p. 1).

We can recognize two ways of getting answers to questions, by looking at what other people
stated about a specific problem, this is called 'secondary’, research or by carrying out one's data-
based or empirical inquiry, this is called primary research (Dérnyei, 2007).

Al-Qaderi (2016) examined the challenges that face Yemeni undergraduate students in Ibb
University when writing their graduation research papers. He found out that the problems that
faced students were because of the weakness of the academic level of students, poor library and
students' negative attitudes toward theses in general.

Another study by Dwihandini (2013). In his study on the factors that influence undergraduate
students in writing research at the University of Mahasaraswati in Indonesia. The study results
showed that there were three reasons that influenced students' writing of research. The first one is
the psychological factor which included no confidence in selecting a research title while the
second is the sociocultural factor that involved students' ability to understand and meet the
demands and standards of academic communicative practice. The third factor was the linguistic
one which included problems in diminishing errors of grammar.

Mapolisa and Mafa (2012) carried out a study to investigate the difficulties that Zimbabwe Open
University undergraduate students have when undertaking research. In their study, they
employed a questionnaire, document analysis, and targeted group discussions. The results
revealed that there were three types of problems that students had to deal with: Namely the
supervisor, relationship with the supervisor, and students' difficulties. The supervisor's
difficulties included little passion for research, absence from work or not coming regularly.

The difficulties faced by students on the other hand included financial problems and other issues
of time, library resources, and family-related issues. Moreover, there were further obstacles
related to college such as lack of internet access and absence of library resources and no
workshops available. This study agrees with Al-Qaderi's (2016) study in terms of poor library
and access to the internet.

A further study written by Sariyanto et al. (2015) which investigated the reasons behind the
challenges that students in an English education study program at one of the Pontianak
universities had when writing their theses. The findings showed that psychological, procedural,
and writing-related aspects were some of the contributors to the challenges. The inability to write
well was a factor in presenting data analysis. The students stated that they could not find a
manual that truly assisted them in overcoming the aforementioned challenges. Then, the time
allocated for discussion and comprehension of the lecturers' input became the second aspect in
the consultation process. Concurrently, the psychological elements were related to anxiety, self-
esteem and motivation in completing their writing of thesis.

Methodology/ Instrument

A mixed method methodology will be adopted in this paper in a form of a Likert scale
questionnaire and an interview. The researcher chose these two methods as they are appropriate
for investigating the views of students and teachers on the topic (Creswell, 2012).
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Participants/Procedure

The participants are 10 Libyan students of English at the English Department in Faculty of Arts
in EI-Mergib University, Al-Khums, Libya. Their ages range from 20 to 23 years old. Their first
language is Arabic.

These students are currently writing their research projects. They are at the final stages of their
research projects. The questionnaire consisted of 10 sentences distributed to 10 students online.
The questionnaire was also translated into Arabic in order to obtain accurate responses. The
interview, on the other hand, is carried on 5 Libyan teachers of English teaching in the same
university. These teachers have taught Research Methodology course in the same university
mentioned above and conduced supervision too. The questions of the interview are similar to the
students' questionnaire so that the researcher can understand the reasons and causes of the
students' difficulties in writing research projects.

Results and Discussion

The topic of investigation was about the problems facing students of English in writing their
research projects.

The findings were as follows:

Sentence number 1.

1. I have difficulty in selecting the research topic.

Table No. 1

Students Agree Disagree Neutral

No.

1 v

2 v

3 v

4 v

5 v

6 v

7 v

8 v

9 v

10 v

Percentage | %50 %20 %30

1 I have difficulty in selecting the research topic
60%
50%
A40%
20%
20%
. 10%
0%
MNeutral Disagree Agree
Figure (1)
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As shown in the above table, half (50%) of the respondents answered (agree) to the above
sentence which stated that students suffer from selecting a research topic for their investigation.
Whereas 20% of students disagreed. 30% stated that they neither agreed nor disagreed.

As for teachers' responses, 2 teachers out of 5 stated that students face difficulties with the
research topic because topics are numerous and students do not know their weak points in their
language ability, while 3 teachers said that students' level of Research Methodology course is not
advanced.

Sentence number 2.

2. | have problems in identifying the right research problem.

Table No. 2
Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %50 %10 %40

2 | have problems in identifyingthe right research question

60%
50%
40%
30%

20%

10%
Neutral Disagree Agree
Figure (2)
According to the second table, 50% of students agreed with the statement that stated students
have difficulties in identifying the right research problem. While only 10% disagreed. Whereas
40% neither agreed nor disagreed.
With reference to teachers' answers, all 5 teachers stated that concerning choosing the right
research problem, students are not focusing greatly on their needs and they are not
knowledgeable enough about research methodology class.
Sentence number 3.
3. I have a problem in choosing the appropriate research instruments.
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Table No. 3
Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %60 %10 %30
3 1 have a problem in choosing the appropriate research
instruments
0%
50%
50%
A0%
30%%
1 (J%:
0246
MNeutral Disagree Agree
Figure (3)

This table shows that 60% of students agreed that they face a problem in selecting the
appropriate research instruments for their research, while surprisingly 10% stated that they have
no problem with it. 30% were neutral.
All teachers in this sentence have claimed that choosing the appropriate research instrument is a
trouble for most of the students they taught and supervised. Most students keep insisting on
choosing only questionnaires for their projects which means that they lack information and
background about other methods.

Sentence number 4.

4. Academic resources (books- articles etc.) are available.

Table No.4

Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.

1 v

2 v

3 v

4 v

5 v

6 v

7 v

8 v

http://tarbawej.elmergib.edu.ly
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9 v
10 v
Percentage | %20 %70 %10
4 Academicresources (books- articles etc.) are available
Figure (4)

In this table, the majority of the respondents (70%) stated that finding books or journal articles to
write from, or use as references was not simple. They suffered from shortage of references when
writing their research and this is a great difficulty for students. While 20% agreed that resources
were available and only 10% was neutral.

Again, 5 teachers out of 5 agreed that academic sources such as book and articles are not
available on a large scale. They said that libraries are not well equipped with a wide range of
modern books and also the Internet is not available for some students. Additionally, some articles
cannot be downloaded for free.

Sentence number 5.

5. Finding a supervisor is difficult.

Table No. 5
Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
B v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %30 %350 %20

Figure (5)
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Regarding this sentence about academic supervision, only 3 students said that it was difficult to
find a supervisor. Whereas 5 students disagreed which means that it is straightforward to find a
supervisor. 20% were neutral.

3 teachers stated that it is not difficult to obtain a supervisor, whereas 2 said that sometimes it is
difficult to get supervisors quickly and this depends on the students' topics.

Sentence number 6.

6. | have difficulty writing the literature review section.

Table No. 6
Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %60 %40 %0
Figure (6)
60% agreed that they have difficulties writing the literature review section, whereas 40%
disagreed.

4 teachers out of 5 mentioned that writing the literature section is one of the most challenging
issues for their students. Students only copy and write what they find in books and articles. They
do not show they have read and understood what is written int these resources. And this is
because the practical part in teaching research methodology is missing.

Sentence number 7.

7. Citing resources is straightforward.

Table No. 7
Students Agree Disagree Neutral
No.
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v

http://tarbawej.elmergib.edu.ly 422
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5 v

6 v

7 v

8 v

9 v

10 v

Percentage | %20 %70 %10

Figure (7)
Again, a great percentage of students (70%) disagreed that citing resources was simple. They
claimed that it is difficult to cite references easily. Whereas only 20% agreed and only 10% were
negative.

The majority of teachers said that citing resources is not simple for most of students. Most
students cite wrongly and this is because they are different styles of referencing and also the
practical part in lectures in not paid attention to.

Sentence number 8.

8. I have great difficulty in analyzing data.

Table No. 8
Students No| Agree Disagree Neutral
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %70 %10 %20

=1 have great difficulty in analyzing data

z2 0%
- | o
Neutral Disagree Agree

Figure (8)
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70% of students agreed that they encounter problems in analyzing data. Whereas 10% disagreed
which is a very tiny percentage. 20% were neutral.

Most teachers stated that analyzing data is not done properly and they claimed this is because
students are not taught properly and lacked practicality.

Sentence number 9.

9. Writing part is simple.

Table No. 9
Students No| Agree Disagree Neutral
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %30 %60 %10

9 Writing part is simple

T0%
60%
50%
A40%
30%
20%

10%6

Neutral Disagree Agree
Figure (9)

When it comes to writing your research, 60% disagreed that writing section is simple, they think
that writing part truly difficult. Whereas 30% agreed that writing is simple and doable easily.
10% was negative.
Again, all teachers said that the writing part is too difficult for students. They do not know how
to write academically and neatly. Paragraphs are put together and hard to find and understand the
main topic of the sentence. Moreover, students write in simple language.

0%
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Sentence number 10.
10. Time given is enough.

Table No. 10
Students No| Agree Disagree Neutral
1 v
2 v
3 v
4 v
5 v
6 v
7 v
8 v
9 v
10 v
Percentage | %60 %10 %30

10 Time given is enough

i -
Figure (10)

In the last sentence and table about time given to finish your research, 60% said that time was
sufficient and found no problems, while only 10% disagreed that time was not enough to finish
research in time and 30% was neutral.
Regarding the last sentence, most teachers said that time is enough but some students leave
everything to the last minute.
In discussing and interpreting the results of this study, students found some difficulties with
choosing the research topic and this is a reason that makes the writing of the research project
challenging or inadequate for some students. The reason behind this difficulty according to
teachers is that topics are several and students do not know their weak points in their language
ability. This finding was also mentioned and found in Dwihandini (2013).
Also, finding a research instrument to use in research is another key challenge for students. Some
topics need certain data collection methods to use, but some other topics need different tools to
utilize and this what makes selecting a research instrument a challenge for novice researchers.
Teachers stated that this is because students lack information and background about other
methods.
Students also suffer from lack of academic sources to use in their research. This is an important
point that makes students spend an enormous time to find books, articles needed to include in
their research. This finding was also found and studied in Mapolisa and Mafa (2012). Teachers
also said that libraries are poor in terms of books and internet access is also a trouble.
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Moreover, writing academically and neatly is a complex task to perform. If students’ writing is
not advanced, then students will have a hard time managing their research project. This finding
also agrees with Sariyanto et al. (2015) and Al-Qaderi (2016). Similarly, teachers stated that
students write in simple language and mix paragraphs together.

On the contrary, finding a supervisor is not that complicated matter as stated in the students'
responses.

Writing the literature review section according to the results is of great importance. Students get
confused of how to organize the available data, and how to write it in a logical order, and not just
copying what other researchers said about a particular topic. Teachers on other hand said students
miss the practical part. They said that practicality is not practised intensely in lectures and this
makes students’ writing weak.

Conclusion

This study investigated the challenges faced by Libyan learners of English in writing their
research projects. The study sought the students' attitudes and perceptions as well as teachers.
The results of the study found that Libyan students of English find problems in writing their
research projects mainly in the selection of a research topic, a research problem and research
instruments.

They also have challenges and difficulties in finding academic resources, and citing references.
Analyzing data was a challenge as well as writing skill which affected their research writing
significantly.

Teachers attributed these challenges to a number of reasons such as practical part is absent,
academic resources are few, writing skill is not adequate.
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